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Six hundred years or so ago in the fabled land of Rajasthan, home of Kings, princess Mira
blossomed under the benevolent guidance of her grandfather. Many versions of her amazing
life in 14th century India abound, this particular retelling is not to please the historian or the
scholar, for | am neither, but merely to give you a sweet taste of the soul of an exceptional
female who transformed both her inner and outer worlds.
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Mira was exquisitely lovely, talented and intelligent, her life was a sparkling tapestry of
everything a young royal could dream of. Aware of her unusual potential, her grandfather
encouraged Mira to immerse herself not just in the scriptures and the art of making superb
music, but also to acquire the skills of archery, fencing, horseback riding and chariot driving, for
that was a time of frequent war.

At fourteen, Mira was persuaded to marry Rana Kumbha of Mewar, who adored Mira not just for
her beauty but for her passionate love of god. Mira could well have lived out her life as just
another of India’s pampered royals, instead her unflinching passion for the blue God in the face
of the hostility she faced from her in-laws, for refusing to abandon Krishna for the family deity
Goddess Durga, for befriending holy men, and for proclaiming the blue God as her true
husband, gradually metamorphosed her into a mighty exponent of prema bhakti (divine Love).
Today, six centuries after her death, Mirabai is famed as an inspired poet-saint whose tender
odes to Krishna have endeared her for all time to the Indian masses.
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